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Featured Article: Meet the UF/IFAS Range Cattle REC
Long-Term Agroecosystem Research (LTAR) Project Lead

by Andrea Dunlap

Dr. Rosvel Bracho, Associate Research
Scientist and lead of the UF/IFAS Long-Term
Agroecosystem Research (LTAR) project.

Dr. Rosvel Bracho

In this quarter’s newsletter we are
featuring one of the Center’s newest
faculty members, Dr. Rosvel Bracho,
an Associate Research Scientist

and lead of the UF/IFAS Long-Term
Agroecosystem Research (LTAR)
project. Dr. Bracho specializes in
carbon, greenhouse gases, water,
and nutrient dynamics with the
University of Florida School of
Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatic
Sciences. He officially joined the
UF/IFAS RCREC faculty in July 2025;
however, his connection to the
Center began in 2018. From 2018
to 2025, he worked in collaboration
with Dr. Maria Silveira on the UF/IFAS
LTAR project as a research faculty
member. He oversaw the study on
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carbon dynamics (productivity) Program News
and greenhouse gas monitoring in
grazing areas. Today, Dr. Bracho

and his team monitor, maintain, and
collect data from 3 Eddy Covariance
sites at the Center in Ona and, soon
to be, one under construction at the
UF/IFAS Deluca Preserve in Yeehaw

Junction.
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Early Years & Education

Dr. Bracho was born and raised

in Venezuela. With an interest in
ecosystem functioning, adaptability,
productivity, and water use, he
earned his Master of Science

(MS) and his Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) degrees in Ecology from the
Venezuelan Institute of Scientific
Research. His MS work involved the
study of carbon accumulation and
water dynamics in grazed wetlands,
and for his PhD he studied the
adaptability of cowpea varieties to a
savanna environment by assessing
their productivity, water use, and
nutrient cycling.

Work Prior to UF

Prior to working with UF, Dr.

Bracho held a four-and-a-half-
year postdoctoral research

position supported by NASA and
the Smithsonian Environmental
Research Center (SERC) at Kennedy
Space Center on Merritt Island,

FL. The work he did was a part of a
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long-term project on the effects of
high atmospheric carbon dioxide on
Florida’s scrub oak functioning.

Work at UF: The Early Years

After his postdoctoral work, Dr.
Bracho began his UF career. About
these early years with UF, he shared:

“Early in 2008, I transferred to the
School of Forest Resources and
Conservation (today the School of
Forests, Fisheries and Geomatics
Sciences) at UF to work on the
UF-AmeriFlux project, supported
by the US Department of Energy
(DOE) and the National Science
Foundation (NSF). At the same time,
I got involved in different research
projects across Florida and, for
more than a decade, in carbon
dynamics in the subarctic tundra,

Alaska. Many productsland research Native rangeland Eddy covariance tower (#1) at the UF/IFAS RCREC. Dr.
manuscripts were published from Bracho with current team. Lead, Dr. Rosvel Bracho, Post-Doctoral Associate,
my work, and many students and Dr. Temnotfo (Tenzy) Mncube, and Biological Scientist, Mike Trevino.
postdocs were trained.”

Current Work

Dr. Bracho’s work is 100% research
focused. About his current work, he
shared the following:

“The Archbold Biological Station-
University of Florida (ABS-UF)
LTAR project is one of the 19 sites
nationwide in the LTAR network.
The ABS-UF research site resides
in the heart of Florida grazinglands,
and our long-term research seeks
to address priorities and advance
sustainable intensification of
grazinglands by testing alternative
grazing and fire regimes on
indicators of sustainability. The
ABS-UF LTAR site includes a
management intensification
gradient from low-intensity native
rangelands and seminative pastures

Bahiagrass pasture, Eddy covariance tower (#2), in 2021 after construction

to highly managed pastures and was complete, at the UF/IFAS RCREC. From left to right: 1) Dr. Rosvel
Silvopasture; where we look at the Bracho, 2) a Licor Environmental representative; 3) Dr. Marta M. Kohman; 4)
relationships among grazingland Dr. Maria Silveira and 5) a second Licor Environmental representative.

management, net production,
natural resources (water,
biodiversity, & soils), in a context
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of strong climatic variability. In
addition to the ABS-UF site, the
UF/IFAS Deluca Preserve is being
incorporated into the Florida

LTAR research sites, extending
the research possibilities and
collaborations. Stakeholder
involvement is a major component
of LTAR activities, providing real-
world solutions for grazingland
sustainability.”

“The Basaltic Rock Dust (BARD)
project. This project aims to
evaluate the agronomic and
environmental benefits of basaltic
(volcanic) rock dust as a soil
amendment in cultivated perennial
pastures associated with the LTAR
project inside the RCREC, and row
crop production in organic soils
within the Everglades Agricultural
Area. Volcanic rock is naturally
enriched in micronutrients and,
when applied in the wet and

warm environment of Florida, can
improve soil fertility and health

by releasing nutrients. Through
this research, we will assess the
viability of BARD for widespread
application across these two
agroecosystems.”

National & International
Collaborations

About his national and international
work, he said:

“I am part of the LTAR network,
where we have strong national
impact through long-term
multidisciplinary research

that helps address local and
national priorities for sustainable
agriculture.”

“I am also part of the AmeriFlux
network, where I have contributed
to up to 125 years of carbon
dynamics and water use data
across a range of natural and
cultivated ecosystems across the
United States, helping to answer
local, regional, national, and global
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guestions related to ecosystem
functioning and climate warming
mitigation.”

The LTAR Team

Dr. Bracho’s program is supported

by biological scientist, Mike Trevino,

and Post-Doctoral Associate, Dr.
Temnotfo (Tenzy) Mncube.

For More Information

Contact Dr. Rosvel Bracho
Associate Research Scientist
Carbon, Greenhouse Gases, Water,
and Nutrient Dynamics
rbracho@ufl.edu

352-846-0145

Silvopasture Eddy covariance tower (#3), at the UF/IFAS RCREC. Lead, Dr.
Rosvel Bracho, Post-Doctoral Associate, Dr. Temnotfo (Tenzy) Mncube, and

Biological Scientist, Mike Trevino.

Deluca Eddy covariance tower presently under construction at the
UF/IFAS DelLuca Preserve. This tower is installed on a semi-native
pasture and will be fully functional before the end of August.
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CENTER NEWS

Notable Weather May 28 - Aug. 12, 2026
(data collected from Florida Automated
Weather Network FAWN)

e Total rainfall for the time period: 14.74”

e Greatest amount of rainfall in a given
day: 2.31” on July 17, 2026

*Max temperature (at 2’): 99.4 degrees F,
on July 10, 2026

*Extreme low temparture (at 2’): 62.2
degrees F on June 6, 2026

e Current drought conditions: As of
8/12/26 Hardee County is in extreme
drought (D3) along with about 9%
of Florida. See U.S. Drought Monitor
screen snip at right; or visit drought.
gov/states/florida.

Intern Completes Program - Veterans Florida
Agriculture Program (AGVets)

On July 2, a farewell social was held to recognize
Brandon Smith for the completion of his 3-month
Veterans Florida Agriculture Program internship
at the Center. Brandon (in the photo, in a red shirt
surrounded by attendees at his farewell social)

is a native of Sperry, Oklahoma, a member of the
Osage Nation, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate
with a degree in Oceanography, a former MH-60S
helicopter pilot, who is now stationed at SOCOM at
MacDill Air Force Base. He will be retiring from the
Navy this fall after 24 years of active duty. During
his internship Brandon worked with the farm crew
doing pasture management and cattle work.

Learn more about the AGVets program, click here.

UF/IFAS RCREC
Farm Crew Planting
Grass - 8/18/26

Planting Gibtuck Limpo
grass for future producers
and for possible Pasture
Mealybug research on
newly planted pasture.
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CENTER NEWS

Newly Released Refereed Publications

Arthington, J. D., Myburgh, J. G., & Ferreira, M. (2026). Impact of farm proximity to coal-powered electricity
power plants on forage and cattle mineral status in the Transvaal Highveld region of Mpumalanga, South
Africa. South African Journal Of Animal Science, 55(4): 110-119. DOI: 10.17159/sajas.v56i04.02

View online, click here.

Biazar, S. M., Golmohammadi, G., Voram, B. & Mohammadi, K. (2026). Enhancing Florida’s Groundwater
Forecasting: A Hybrid Machine Learning Framework with Probabilistic Optimization and Smart Feature
Selection. Natural Resources Research, DOI: 10.1007/s11053-026-10720-0

View online, click here.

Eslami, H., Anbari, M. J., Eslami, K., Jamali, M., Golmohammadi, G., Javadi, S., Berndtsson, R., & Neshat, A.
(2026). Reservoir Inflow Forecasting with Clustering vs. Climate Precipitation Prediction; Case Study: Amir
Kabir Dam, Iran. Water Resources, 53, 711-722. DOI: 10.1134/S0097807824605454.

View online,_click here.

Shaghaghi, S., Golmohammadi, G., Javadi, S., Biazar, S. M., Reddy Nedhunuri, R., Mohammadi, K., Bayabil,
H., Kadyampakeni D. M., & Lusk, M. G. (2026), Leveraging advanced deep learning models for large-scale
hydrological forecasting in Florida. Stochastic Environmental Research and Risk Assessment, 40(122). DOI:
10.1007/s00477-026-03259-2.

View online, click here.

PROGRAM NEWS

Animal Science

On July 19 — 23, members
of the Animal Science Lab
attended the 2026 American
Society of Animal Science
Annual Meeting in Madison,
Wisconsin. Dr. Philipe Moriel
presented ‘Nutritional
Strategies and Metabolic
Imprinting for Bos indicus-
influenced Beef Heifers’ and
‘Feed Smarter: Bacillus-
based Direct-fed Microbial
Supplementation in Cow-calf
Systems.’ Vinicius Izquierdo,
presented ‘Effects of Heat
Stress Mitigation During Late
Gestation on Post-weaning
Growth, Immunity, and
Carcass Characteristics of
Bos indicus-influenced Steer
Offspring.” Vinicius won the
3rd place in the PhD Graduate
Student Poster Competition.
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At the meeting Dr. John Arthington
was awarded the ASAS Fellow
Award: Administration. He is
pictured here with Dr. Wayne
Greene, who nominated him for
the award. With them in the photo
are Dr. Greene’s wife Evelyn and
Dr. Arthington’s wife Victoria.

Click here to read the ASAS online
award post.



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/403815525_Impact_of_farm_proximity_to_coal-powered_electricity_power_plants_on_forage_and_cattle_mineral_status_in_the_Transvaal_Highveld_region_of_Mpumalanga_South_Africa 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11053-026-10720-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1134/S0097807824605454#citeas 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00477-026-03259-2#citeas 
https://www.asas.org/about/national-awards?fbclid=IwY2xjawTjCThwZG9mBWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMW91dlBWbFFDVHFtcnVqNW1zcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeuQ9YKiyevRDU4upq4-KaXmhFuWkrhFNaeu53q1nlMrf_Gwv6QLVbkW8Ycy0_aem_y98-0LEXcunq2QJ9DLTAHg#:~:text=ASAS%20Fellow%20Award,animal%20science%20profession
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PROGRAM NEWS

Beef and Forage Economics

On July 7-13, Hannah

Baker attended the NACAA
Conference in Denver,
Colorado. She and Allie
Williams presented about the
Florida Cattlemen’s Institute &
Allied Trade Show, and Hannah
presented a poster about the Allie Williams and Hannah Baker
2025 Extension Agent Texas presenting in Colorado.

Feedlot Trip.

On August 7, Hannah

spoke at the Gulf Coast
Cattlemen’s Conference

in Atmore, Alabama. She
provided a market update and
outlook. She also participated

in the marketing panel which Hannah Baker presenting
discussed marketing and in Alabama.
management strategies for
southeast producers. Hannah Baker with poster
in Colorado.
LTAR

Dr. Rosvel Bracho, associate research scientist specializing in ecosystem carbon, nutrient and water
dynamics at the UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences will oversee research on
perennial pastures to evaluate whether basaltic rock dust can be effectively incorporated into mineral
soils. Click here to learn more, article in English, article in Spanish. Also see the link in UF News, page 14
of this newsletter.

Construction is currently underway on Eddy covariance tower (#4) at the UF/IFAS Deluca Preserve. It
should be up and running by the end of August. See photo in the feautured article.

Rangeland Wildlife Ecology

Can you spot three wild turkeys in this image? Neither
could we! Yet a computer vision software labeled it as
three turkeys. Computer vision is increasingly used to
identify wildlife in trail-camera images. Although these
tools are improving rapidly, their mistakes can still affect
the ecological analyses that rely on their predictions.

In a new study, our Rangeland Wildlife Ecology Lab
collaborated with Archbold Biological Station’s Predator-
Prey Program to examine how computer vision errors
influence occupancy models. Models that ecologists

use to understand where species occur and why. We
found that false positives, like the one below where an
Al classified a crow as a wild turkey, can cause standard
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PROGRAM NEWS
Rangeland Wildlife Ecology continued

occupancy models to produce misleading results. However, an alternative type of occupancy model
offers a way to account for these errors. This model was originally developed for wildlife studies in which
some observations are uncertain. For example, researchers might detect signs of a species through scat
or tracks, while using more certain methods to confirm only a subset of those observations. The same
framework works well for trail-camera pictures, where computer vision can classify the full set of images,
and experts verify only a subset. Using this approach, we were able to account for Al classification errors

and produce accurate ecological results.

This work shows that repurposing established ecological methods and developing new ones will be
essential as computer vision becomes more widely used for scientific data processing.

Meliane, M. K., Guthrie, J. M., & Ellington, E. H. (2026). Are we there yet? Reliable occupancy modeling
from Al-labeled trail camera data. Conservation Science and Practice, 8(8), e70367.

https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.70367. Read onling, click here.

Watershed Hydrology

On June 10-12, the Watershed
Hydrology Lab attended the
Florida Section of ASABE-
2026 Annual Meeting in Fort
Myers, FL.

Namrata Ghimire won 2nd
place in the oral presentation
graduate student competition.
Her presentation, ’"Enhancing
Red Tide Forecasting Using
Image Processing and

Deep Learning Techniques.’
Saba Shaghaghi presented,
‘Simulation of Streamflow and
Nutrient Dynamics in Florida
Rivers using Deep Learning
and Tree-Based Models’ and
gave a poster, ‘Hydrological
Modeling of Streamflow in a
Subtropical Watershed System.’

Gurjoban Tiwana presented,
‘Deep Learning—Based
Estimation of Corn Kernel
Moisture for Improved Silage
Harvest Timing’ and gave a
poster, ‘Nitrogen Fertilization
Effects on Silage Corn Yield
and Nitrate Leaching in
Florida’s Sandy Soils.” Armaan
Singh received 2nd place

for his poster presentation,
‘Machine-Learning Estimation
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Above, left to right, top to bottom

speaking at the meeting in Fort Myers:

Dr. Golmohammadi, Saba, Namrata,
Gurjoban, Armaan, and Saba. The group
attending the event sitting at the table are
Hugo Rodrigues, Akhil Gaddam, Armaanjot
Singh, Saba Shaghaghi, Dr. Golmar
Golmohammadi, Namrata Ghimire, and
Gurjoban Tiwana.

Left, Armaanjot and Namrata are
pictured here standing with their advisor,
Dr. Golmohammadi with their award
certificates.



https://doi.org/10.1111/csp2.70367
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PROGRAM NEWS
Watershed Hydrology continued

of Pasture Biomass Using
Sentinel-2 Multispectral
Imagery.’ Dr. Golmar
Golmohammadi presented,
‘Flood Susceptibility Mapping
in Florida.’

On July 24, Watershed
Hydrology Lab presented
their research at the 9th
Annual South Florida
Research Symposium.

Armaan Singh presented

a poster on ‘Machine
Learning-Based Estimation
of Grassland Biomass
Using Sentinel-2 Imagery
in a Subtropical Grazing
System’ and Hugo Rodrigues
presented a poster on
‘Interpretable AI-Driven
Groundwater Vulnerability
Assessment in Florida’s
Surficial Aquifer System.’
In the flash talk session,

Gurjoban Tiwana presented Red Tides,” and Saba Shaghaghi
‘Artificial Intelligence for presented ‘Groundwater Table
Rapid Corn Kernel Moisture Forecasting in Florida Using
Assessment and Harvest Advanced Deep Learning
Decision,” Namrata Ghimire Models.” Akhil Reddy Gaddam
shared her work on ‘From also attended. They are advised
Satellite Pixels to In-Situ by Dr. Golmar Golmohammadi.

Validation: Forecasting Florida

Top left to right are: Armaan sharing his poster, Saba presenting, Namrata
presenting. Bottom left to right are: Gurjoban presenting, the watershed hydrology
lab members attending the symposium (standing: Gurjoban, Akhil, Namrata,
Saba, Hugo, and Armaanjot), and Hugo sharing his poster.

STUDENT NEWS

Summer 2026 Graduates

Vinicius de Souza Izquierdo - Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in

Animal Sciences

Dr. Izquierdo successfully completed his defense, ‘Gestational and
Post-Weaning Heat Stress Mitigation in Bos indicus-influenced Beef
Females’ on May 19. He graduated on August 7. His PhD work focused
on the use of nutritional and management strategies to improve beef
cattle production efficiency and performance. His research evaluated
heat stress mitigation strategies in grazing beef cattle, particularly the
impacts of artificial shade during late gestation and post-weaning on
animal performance, metabolism, and reproductive outcomes. Vinicius
was advised by Dr. Philipe Moriel and committee members Dr. Jimena
Laporta, Dr. Joao Bittar, Dr. K. C. Jeong, and Dr. Raluca Mateescu.

Now, Dr. Izquierdo has begun work as an Assistant Professor and Beef
Cattle Extension Specialist at North Dakota State University, where

he will develop applied research and extension programs focused on
addressing the needs of beef cattle producers in North Dakota.
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STUDENT NEWS

Summer 2026 Graduates continued

Chadwade Anderson - Master of Science (MS) degree in Agronomy with a
minor in Animal Science

Chadwade successfully completed his exit seminar ‘Evaluating Warm-Season
Perennial Grass Genotypes Adapted to Poorly Drained Soils in a Sub-
Tropical Region Under Different Forage Management Practices’ on July 2.

He graduated on August 8. During his MS research, Chadwade assisted with
many research projects which sought to provide producers with new insights
and practical tools to address challenges and improve the efficiency of their
production systems. His work included the evaluation and development of
new brachiariagrass hybrids which he says will help diversify forage systems
and provide producers with more options for sustainable and productive
pasture management. Chadwade was advised by Dr. Joao Vendramini and
Dr. Brent Sellers with committee members Dr. Lynn Sollenberger, Dr. Jose
Dubeux, and Dr. Philipe Moriel.

Now, Chadwade is working at the UF/IFAS RCREC conducting forage studies
concerning Pasture Mealybugs.

Olivia Centanni - Master of Science (MS) degree in Agronomy

Olivia successfully completed her exit seminar ‘What is the Feed Value of
Fall Fertilized Forage in Florida?’ on June 16. She graduated on August 8.
Her MS research focused on improving the productivity and utilization of
warm-season forages for beef cattle systems in Florida. Her work evaluated
fall fertilization strategies for warm-season perennial grasses, ruminal
degradation characteristics, and silage production to help producers improve
forage availability and reduce winter feeding costs. She was advised by

Dr. Marcelo Wallau and Dr. Joao Vendramini and committee members Dr.
Diwakar Vyas and Hannah Baker. Olivia said, “My time at UF provided me
with invaluable opportunities to grow as a researcher and professional while
working alongside outstanding faculty, staff, and fellow students.”

This fall, Olivia will begin her pursuit of a Doctor of Philosophy in Agronomy
at Auburn University. She plans to continue conducting research in ruminant
nutrition and forage management.

Conner Crawford - Master of Science (MS) degree in Animal Science

Conner successfully completed his exit seminar ‘Supplementation with
Bacillus-Based Direct Fed Microbials for Replacement Beef Heifers: Impact
on Growth and Reproductive Performance’ on June 1. He graduated on
August 8 with a Master of Animal Science degree on August 8. He was advised
by Dr. Philipe Moriel.

Conner is now considering his future opportunities and seeking employment.
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STUDENT NEWS

Summer 2026 Graduates continued

Gurjoban Singh Tiwana - Master of Science (MS) degree in Soil, Water, and
Ecosystem Sciences

Gurjoban successfully completed his defense ‘Integrating Soil-Water Nitrogen
Dynamics and Deep Learning for Precision Silage Corn Management in

Florida’ on July 6. He graduated on August 8. He also achieved a certificate in
Sustainable Land Resource and Nutrient Management during his studies. His
MS research focused on improving silage corn production through sustainable
nitrogen management and artificial intelligence. He evaluated how different
nitrogen fertilizer rates affected corn yield, nitrogen use efficiency, and nitrate
leaching in Florida’s sandy soils while also developing an Al-based approach to
predict corn kernel moisture from images. By integrating field experiments with

machine learning, he created a smartphone-compatible framework that can help producers determine the
optimal harvest timing, improving silage quality, and reducing environmental impacts. His interdisciplinary
work combined agronomy, environmental science, and precision agriculture to support more efficient
farming practices. He was advised by Dr. Golmar Golmohammadi and committee members Dr. Laksh

Sharma, Dr. Vivek Sharma, and Dr. Shivendra Kumar.

This fall, Gurjoban will begin his pursuit of a Doctor of Philosophy in Environmental Sciences at the
University of California, Riverside. His research will focus on sustainable water management, hoping to
build on his graduate experience developing innovative, data-driven solutions that improve agricultural

productivity while conserving natural resources.

A luncheon was held at the Center on 8/5 to celebrate.

After graduation
on 8/8: Gurjoban
Singh Tiwana,
Conner Crawford,
Olivia Centanni,
and Chadwade
Anderson.

Left to right: Vinicius de Souza Izquierdo, Chadwade Anderson,
Olivia Centanni, Gurjoban Singh Tiwana, and Conner Crawford.

Our Summer
2026 graduates
with UF/IFAS
RCREC faculty,
staff, and
students who
attended
graduation.

After graduation
on 8/7: Dr. Vinicius
de Souza Izquierdo
with his advisor Dr.
Philipe Moriel.
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CONNECT WITH US

Caught on Camera

These are assembled monthly by Dr.
Hance Ellington and his Rangeland
Wildlife Ecology team with images
collected from UF/IFAS RCREC game
cameras mounted throughout the
property near Ona, FL.

View this and past issues on_his webpage.

Florida Cattle Market Update

Hannah Baker provides these monthly
updates in the Florida Cattleman &
Livestock Journal. View these and Hannah’s
other helpful resources on her webpage.

May - ‘More Cattle on Feed in April’

June — ‘A Break from Calves to Talk about
Cull Cows’

July — ‘What the July Inventory & Cattle
on Feed Reports Tell Us About Herd
Expansion’

Ona Highlight

These presentations are hosted through Zoom, and usualy held the
2nd Tues. of each month. View all our recordings on our website and
see upcoming events on our web calendar.

June 9 - ‘Virtual Fence Technology for Grazing Management’
- Dr. Juliana Ranches

July 14 - ‘Coyotes: An update on research in Florida’
- Dr. Hance Ellington

Aug. 11 - ‘A Florida Cattlemen’s Association Update’
-John Williamson and Dusty Holley
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Bull Selection and
Management Program

- Sept. 1, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Ona. To view details and register
click here.

Ona Highlight ‘Controlling
Newly Invading Cogongrass
Patches in Bahiagrass Pastures
- Sept. 8,11:00 - 11:45 a.m.

Dr. Brent Sellers presenting.
Click here to register for this
Zoom meeting.

UF/IFAS RCREC Field Day

- Oct. 15, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
This year’s field day will

be focused on Beef Cattle
Reproduction. Call to register:
863-735-1001.

Ona Highlight ‘Updates on Heat
Stress in Cow-Calf Pairs: The
Last 5 Years of Research’

- Oct. 20, 11:00 - 11:45 a.m.

Dr. Philipe Moriel presenting.
Click here to register for this
Zoom meeting.

Ona Highlight ‘An LTAR Update’
- Oct. 20, 121:00 - 11:45 a.m.

Dr. Rosvel Bracho presenting.
Click here to register for this
Zoom meeting.

Click here or scan the QR
code below to view our
events calendar.


https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/about/directory/faculty/hance-ellington/
https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/about/directory/staff/hannah-baker/
https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/virtual-classroom/webinars/
https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/about/calendar/
https://bullmanagement.eventbrite.com/ 
https://ufl.zoom.us/meeting/register/feNky5dzTG-ZwSzIlhwlyg
https://ufl.zoom.us/meeting/register/JtLaSMu7Qtq2U3kP6L8tWQ#/registration
https://ufl.zoom.us/meeting/register/BUtg4sGFQ8ywUuUCdNa06w
https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/about/calendar/
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CONNECT WITH US continued

Ona Report

These are published monthly in the Florida Cattleman & Livestock Journal.
View these and past issues on our website.

June - ‘UF/IFAS Range Cattle Research and Education Center Research
Update 2026’ - all UF/IFAS RCREC Faculty

July - “Tough Cows, Vulnerable Calves: What 3 Years of Heat Stress Research
Tells Florida Producers’ - Dr. Philipe Moriel

August - ‘Know Before You Chop: Estimating Corn Silage Moisture in the
Field with Artificial Intelligence’ - Gurjoban Tiwana, Golmar Golmohammadi,
Armaan Singh, and Hugo Rodrigues

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

17th Annual Youth Field Day

The Youth Field Day was held on
June 11. Seventy-six students,
ages 8 — 18, completed the
classes and the learning expo
opportunities to qualify to
receive a Youth Beef Quality
Assurance (BQA) certificate.

This year’s classes

“Tracking Animals with
Telemetry”- with Dr. Hance
Ellington & Khalil Meliane

“Basics of Beef Cattle Female
Reproduction”- with Dr. Joao
Bittar & Sheri Trent

“Beef Basics: Understanding
Beef Quality and Beef

Cuts”- with Kendall Gill &
Allie Williams

“New World Screwworm:
What You Need to Know”-
with Natalie Sallent, Miranda
Middleton, & James Gray

“The Most Important
Component to Cattle Health
and Nutrition”- with Laura
Bennett & Morgan Yoder

Learning Expo Participants

Agriculture Education Services
& Technology, Inc. (AEST)

Archbold Biological Station
Bees - Councell Farms
Dakin Dairy Farms

Farm Credit of Florida
FDACS Office of Ag Water
Florida Cattlewomen
Florida Forest Service

Kelley Buick GMC — Twenty
Buck Truck

Lee County Farm Bureau
Precision Aerial Services

Sarasota County Agriculture
Recovery Group

Seminole Feed

Southeast Ag Solutions
South Florida State College
Suncoast Credit Union
UF/IFAS CALS @ Plant City

UF/IFAS Florida Automated
Weather Network (FAWN)

UF/IFAS RCREC — Animal
Science Program

UF/IFAS RCREC LTAR Program
UF/IFAS RCREC Wildlife Program
USDA FSA

Warner University

Zoetis
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THANK YOU to our Youth Field
Day sponsors!

Platinum level ($300)

Adams Ranch — ground beef
Dakin Dairy - milk
Deseret Cattle and Citrus

Hardee Soil & Water
Conservation District

Lee County Farm Bureau

Precision Agricultural
Services LLC

Suncoast Credit Union
Westway Feed Products
Gold level ($150)-

Crews Bank & Trust

Baxter Troutman —ice cream

DeSoto-Charlotte County
Farm Bureau

Florida Fence Post Company Inc.
Hardee County Farm Bureau

Highlands County Cattlemen’s
Organization

Nutrien Ag Solutions
Silver level ($75)-

Sarasota Agricultural
Recovery Group

Zoetis



https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/news-and-publications/publications/other-publications-and-resources/ona-reports/

UF/IFAS Range Cattle Research & Education Center

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

17th Annual Youth Field
Day Continued

Thank you for the use

of your tables and
chairs, Manatee County
Cattlemen’s Association.

We are very grateful for
everyone who worked hard
to make our 17th Annual
Youth Field Day a great
success! Thank you!

2027 T-Shirt
Design Contest

This year we had 13
entries in our t-shirt design
contest for 2027. A big
THANK YOU to everyone
who entered! You guys did

a great job! L to R below:
Debbie Revell, Ruby Keith,
Katie Myers, Lillian Frazer,
Lily Bishop, Jaxson Gray,
Cypress Colgan, Sammy
Caves, Jade Griner, Jesse

Myers, Angus Vinson, Clair
Butler, Mandolin Turner.

Of those, the winning
entries were: 1st place

— Mandolin Turner of
Sebring, 2nd place —
Debbie Revell of Wauchula,

and 3rd place - Lillian
Frazer of Casselberry
(pictured below, left to
right). All winners received
a UF Block and Bridle Club
cap and the 1st place
design will be featured

on the back of the 2027

Youth Field Day shirt.
Congratulations!

Photos can be viewd on
our Facebook page or here.

Video recordings of the
classes can be viewed on
our YouTube channel or on

our website. 1st place 2nd place 3rd place
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https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1432306608699284&type=3
https://universityoffloridaifasphotography.zenfolio.com/p1139503
https://www.youtube.com/@ufifasrangecattleresearcha1966
https://rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu/virtual-classroom/field-days/

This newsletter is sponsored by

Learn more about our sponsor at westwayfeed.com.

UF NEWS - news.ufl.edu

Dr. Stuart Bell selected as 14th President

May 11, UF’s 15-member Presidential Search Advisory Committee
unanimously selected Dr. Stuart Bell as their recommendation to

the Board of Trustees and on June 10, the UF Board of Trustees
unanimously approved the nomination of Dr. Bell as UF’s 14th
president. His Inauguration as UF’s 14th President of the University
of Florida will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2026. Since July 1,

he has been busy identifying and appointing leaders in key positions
and meeting with various stakeholders. To learn about President Bell
click here or go to https://president.ufl.edu/about/.

Other news articles that may interest you:

‘$9.5 million gift boosts UF efforts to protect cattle from disease-
carrying pests’ by Jamie Groh, 6/11/26 - click here

‘From colonial roots to 250 years: Florida’s heritage cattle offer
lessons for the state’s agricultural over time’ by Meredith Bauer-
Mitchell and Jamie Groh, 6/29/26 - click here

‘Can spreading basaltic volcanic rock dust improve crops and the
health of Florida’s soils?’ by Lourdes Mederos, 5/12/26 - click here

UF/IFAS Range Cattle Research and Education Center
Faculty

Dr. Brent Sellers, sellersb@ufl.edu
- Pasture and Rangeland Weed Management

Dr. Philipe Moriel, pmoriel@ufl.edu
- Beef Cattle Nutrition & Management

Dr. Hance Ellington, e.ellington@ufl.edu
- Rangeland Wildlife Ecology

Dr. Golmar Golmohammadi, g.golmohammadi@ufl.edu
- Watershed Hydrology, Artificial Intelligence, and Decision
Support Systems

Hannah Baker, h.baker@ufl.edu
- Beef and Forage Economics

Dr. John Arthington, jarth@ufl.edu
- Beef Cattle Nutrition & Management

Dr. Rosvel Bracho, rbracho@ufl.edu
- Carbon, Greenhouse Gases, Water, and Nutrient Dynamics
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E News Available

Help us protect the environment
and reduce expenses by receiving
this and other publications from us
by e-mail. Give us a call (863-735-
1314) or click the link below to let
us know you would like to receive
electronic mailings.

ona@ifas.ufl.edu

About this Newsletter

This newsletter is a publication of the
UF/IFAS Range Cattle Research and
Education Center (RCREC) located
in South Central Florida in the heart
of Florida’s cattle country. Our goal
is to keep you up to date on RCREC
happenings, publications, research,
faculty & student news, upcoming
events and bring you beneficial
information you can use in your beef
cattle or forage operation.

Contact Information

UF/IFAS Range Cattle Research
and Education Center

3401 Experiment Station

Ona, FL 33865

863-735-1314

ona@ifas.ufl.edu
rcrec-ona.ifas.ufl.edu

Newsletter Contact:
Andrea Dunlap, 863-735-1001
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