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Controlling Australian Beardgrass [Bothriochloa bladhii
(Retz.) S.T.Blake] in Florida Pastures

Tenzy Mncube – Postdoctoral research associate and Brent Sellers – Professor

Pasture and Rangeland Weed Management 
UF-IFAS Range Cattle Research & Education Center Ona, FL

Smutgrass (Sporobolus indicus) in Pastures
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Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica) in Pastures

Australian beardgrass (Bothriochloa bladhii) in Pastures
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Invasive species

•Invasive species – introduced intentionally or 

unintentionally

•Competitive with native species

•Ecosystem incompatibility

•Economic losses

Introduced

Australian Beardgrass distribution around the world

Native 

Australian beardgrass distribution

Alachua, Baker, Bradford, 
Columbia, Dixie, Levy, 
Putman, Suwanee, and 
Union. (Martin and 
Broward added in 2023)

Australian beardgrass distribution in Florida
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Australian beardgrass

Hairs on ligule

noticeable leaf midrib

Tufted grass 

Australian beardgrass

Red seed head 

Seeds 
Seed head 
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Research in Kansas
Injury to 
warm-season 
species (%)

Australian 
beardgrass 
control (%)

Rate (oz/A)Herbicide

1004232Glyphosate

1007548

1006664

219916Imazapyr

7810020

Australian beardgrass 
control (%) with imazapyr 
and glyphosate in Lake 
Butler, FL, 2024, 60 and 
150 days after spraying.

Visual Control of Australian beardgrass 
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Bahiagrass injury from Imazapyr and glyphosate 60 days after spraying

Bahiagrass injury with imazapyr 32 oz/A

Bahiagrass injury with glyphosate 22 oz/A

Bahiagrass Injury

Australian beardgrass 
cover150 days after 
spraying with imazapyr and 
glyphosate. 

The percentage cover is 
determined based on the 
initial amount before 
spraying. 

Australian beardgrass cover 
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Australian beardgrass cover after imazapyr application 

Imazapyr 8 oz/A Imazapyr 16 oz/A Imazapyr 32 oz/A

Australian beardgrass cover after glyphosate application 

Glyphosate 11 oz/A Glyphosate 22 oz/A
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Conclusion and Recommendation
• Imazapyr managed to control and reduce Australian beardgrass cover 

at 150 DAT.

• Both Glyphosate rates controlled Australian beardgrass.

• Multiple trials and sequential applications

• Species identification

• Scouting

• Early control
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