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Matthew J. Fischer, CCA
Dr. Nathan Smith

HOW NOT TO NEED A HAY BALER:
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Overview:

• Conversation starters

• Give options

• Understand “It’s what we’ve always done.” 
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Overview:

Hay is needed to fill periods of unavailable forage!

Therefore, we need balers!
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MACHINERY COST
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Color Blind:
Round Baler ~ $35,000
Mower Conditioner ~ $25,000

• Tractor(s)
• Rake
• Tedder

• Repair and Maintenance Costs: ~$225/ac.
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FERTILITY COST:
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Hay v. Pasture:
Hay Production:

Warm Season:
 $286.00/ac.
Small Grain:
 $120.75/ac.
Cool Season:
 $133.42/ac.

Cool Season budgets:  
 Variable Cost: $460-$530

Pasture:

Warm Season:
 $146.40/ac.
Small Grain:
 $120.75/ac.
Cool Season:
 $97.17/ac.

Cool Season Budgets:
 Variable Cost: $210-$260
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MARKETINGS:
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Hay Market:
• USDA – 115 $/ton – 150 $/ton

• Alabama Direct Report:

• Large Round $197.50/ton
• Medium Round $177.34/ton

Pricing Round Bales based on per ton Production

Bale Size Ave. Wgt. 
(Lbs.)

PRICE Per Bale to Per Ton Price

$175.00 $200.00 $225.00 $250.00

4X4 563 $49.26 $56.30 $63.34 $70.38

4X5 880 $77.00 $88.00 $99.00 $110.00

4x6 1,267 $110.86 $126.70 $142.54 $158.38

5x5 1,100 $96.25 $110.00 $123.75 $137.50

5x6 1,584 $138.60 $158.40 $178.20 $198.00

The above listed chemicals are examples and do not imply exclusive recommendations by Clemson University. The "Pest Management 
Handbook"

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service offers its programs to people of all ages, regardless of 
race, color, gender, religion, national origin, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

marital or family status and is an equal opportunity employer.
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FEED OUT MANAGEMENT:
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Protect Investments:
• Proper Storage
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT:
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Needs Assessment:
• Forage Sample

• It’s more the color and smell

• Calculate Required Tonnage
• Dry Matter intake

• Grazing/Forage Plans
• Manage Expectations

• Stocking Rate
• Too Many Mouths to Feed!
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WRAP UP:
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Conversation Points:
• Labor Requirements

• Off Farm Jobs

• Quality Control
• Require Documentation

• Economies of Scale
• Custom Baling

• Behavioral
• Recreational Hay Baling

• Does Provide Flexibility:
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Thank You for your time.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Matthew J. Fischer CCA
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
Cooperative Extension
Extension Associate

fische3@clemson.edu
(C) 864.506.0728
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