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Fire and herbivory 
increased understory plant 
community heterogeneity.
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Seed removal is 
likely higher in 
recent burns 
initially, but the 
difference 
decreases with 
time. 
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Much of seed 
rain in 1-year 
rough is driven 
by fruit 
availability
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Seed richness is 
similar between 
recent burns and 
1-year rough traps
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Fire produces 
a magnet 
effect for 
dispersers
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BIRD SURVEYS
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Feeding guild

Recent burn One-year roughVisual surveys 
after the 
magnet effect
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Species Jan      Feb      Mar     Apr      May      Jun       Jul       Aug      Sep      Oct      Nov     Dec

Blackberries
Partridge pea
Summer grape
Muscadine grape
Black cherry
Catbrier 
Sumac
Elderberry
Pokeweed
V. Creeper
Beautyberry

Persistent winter fruit

Miller, J. H., & Miller, K. V. (2005). Forest plants of the southeast and their wildlife uses. University of Georgia Press. 
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Birds dispersed 
focal seeds 
toward recent 
burns.
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Blackberry dominated 
seed rain during the 
early growing season. 

Blackberry
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Birds dispersed 
focal seeds 
toward recent 
burns.

Birds dispersed 
focal seeds 
toward recent 
burns.
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MOVING FORWARD 
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MANAGEMENT
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Mason, D. S., & Lashley, M. A. (2021). Spatial scale in 

prescribed fire regimes: an understudied aspect in 
conservation with examples from the southeastern 
United States. Fire Ecology, 17 (1), 1-14.
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BROADER IMPACTS
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Questions
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