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A matter of choices
Importance of variety selection
M ARCELO WALLAU and resources available

Ona, FL, June7",2021

What should | plant?

Outline

Importance and criteria for variety selection

Resources available for decision making
Variety trials
EDIS publications
Websites

Quick overview of current projects
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Great genetic diversity

Why variety choice isimportant?

Chosing the right material for your operation
Grow what is adapted to your conditions
What better fist your needs
What better fist your management style
Level of invesitiment

Great differencein genetic patential,
maturity and disease resistance
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First management practices against pests and diseases

Florida’s environment is prone tomany pests and disez fect production, quality and use
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What am | planting?

Things that
here

15-way mixes

Something is going to
grow

Seed quality

Cultivar value

Pure and viable seeds

Contaminants

Coating




Seedistoo expensive..
Cocker 227 vs. Legend 567 oat

$18/50 Ib bag 39% more $25/50 Ib bag

$36/A $50/A

5100 Ib/A gSlmore 6900 Ib/A

2200 Ib/A in Jan 45% more 3200 Ib/A in Jan

Pure viable seeds

% pure seeds (by weight) x % germination

46% x 80% = 0.368

Target seeding rate = 20 [b/A 0.368

WG

Main concern with brown bag seeds

Pensacola bahiagrass seeds - issues with brunswickgrass
Restricted noxious weed in AL and GA

Not a major issue with Argentine (seed size)

N
* Unknc
e Unk

It pays off buying certified seeds!
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Corn and Sorghum

Corn and
Sorghum
hybrids

Partnership with multiple seed
companies

Experiment in Citra, FL,

2 planting dates, spring and
summer, under irrigation

Data since 2008

In 2021
51corn hybrids

42 sorghumand sorghum-sudan
hybrids

Dr. Diwakar Vyas

Before deciding on what corn to
plant...

Information on
Productivity
Nutritive value
Milk production perton of silage and per acre
Disease incidence

Other information for decision making (from
companies)

Main traits of each hybrid

Seed treatment available

Cost of seed
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Example from 2020 Spring Corn trial

Estimated silage
Relative production(35%Milk productionMilk productior
Compan Total Production DM)
Ib DM/A Ton silage/A Ib mill/ton silage  Ib millk/A
Syngenta NK1808 3111 21780* 311+ 3414 36781*
Local Seed 1C1506 VTP 118 17583 EYPER 32766*
Phoenix 740284 20368* 3207 32679%
Phoenix 6507A3 17491 3711* 32472°
Dyna-Gro D55VC80 17639 3675* 32427*
Phoenix 654274 20107* 3169 31906*
AgraTech 1024VIP 17419 3643+ 31785+
D585565 18962 3328 31557°
55700 18793 31541*
19108 30994+
Dekalb 18797 30676*
Syngenta 16659 30674*
AgraTech 908VIP 1723 3 30532*

MorCorn MC4255 117 16638 238 3648% 30401 2

Example from 2020 Spring Corn trial

Company  Hybid  NEL__ TDN P IVIDMDOSwh  WSC  ADF  aNDF  dNDFH0  NDFDI0

Mcal/lb
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oynaGro
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Total Producti

IbowWA
10036

Al Seeds

oymaGm

Seed Enterpis
Ehum Parmers
Sorghum Parners
Soghum Parers
Sorghum Parners

Mean

Estimated
product
o
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Mk production
per acre

1b milk/A
1146605

How to access?

https://animal. fas. ufl.edu/extension/courses/csfd/




Other
information
available
entations on multiple
ted to silage
production
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Cool-season variety
recommendation list

Multi-state effort on variety
testing - Coordinated by
UGA

Marianna and Citra;
Gainesville (ryegrass)

Updated EDIS publication
yearly
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https://swvt.uga.edu/

Cool season demonstration and
variety trial

5 dairies in North-Central Florida

Multiple county demonstration sites throughout the state

2019-2020 Cool-Season Forage
Variety Trials

¢ b NS

Sponsored by:
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Bermudagrass

Bermudagrass

Two new varieties released - Mislevy 2000 and Newell
Still limited plating material available
Nurseries being established in various regions
Current working with USDA - Tifton for new releases

10



6/11/2021

https: //edis.ifas. ufl. edu/publication/AA200

2

60days after planting

Newell

Bermudagrass stem maggot

® Tifton
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Bahiagrass

Bahiagrass

“RECENT” RELEASES UF RIATA AND TIFQUICK

NINE NEW TETRAPLOID LINES BEING TESTED
UNDER GRAZING

Differences between bahiagrass cultivars

Credits: Mark Mauldin
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Tifton 9 — higher
productivity

Bahiagrass herbage production on Florida Panhandle

12000

10000

8000

5
3
=
2
8
<

Biomass yiel

UFRiata Tifton 9 Sand Pensacola Argentine
Mou ntain

D a tafrom Marianna, FL, 2006 and 2007. Source: A. Bl ount (personal communication).
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Herbage dry matter yield (Ibs/Aae)

May/June Jurefiul Jul/Aug Aug /Sept Sept/Oct
Argentine Pensacola --- UF Riata Sand Mountain ---Tifto —TifQuik

a0 Data averagedacross wosessons 20142nd2015 } Marlanna, AL Source: Dubeux et al. (2016)
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Bahiagrass herbage production in South Florida (low N)

Cultivar Year
2010 2011
Argentine 5710 b 3836 a
Pensacola 5264 ¢ 3033 ¢
Tifton 9 6156 ab 3301 ¢
UF Riata 6245 a 3569 b

Below-average rainfall in May

41 Ad apted fiomVendramini etal. 2013).

Limpograss

2recent releases -
Gibtuck and Kenhy

Quesenberry

Herbage accumulation

4F and 10:30%> F
2012

. 4F 1

Kenhy Gibtuck
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Change in limpograss cover/weed freq. after 2
yr grazing

Limpograss cover Weed frequency

, Change in % units

Gibtuck

Baling limpograss planting material
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Check our resources

UF Forage Team Facebook and Instagram

UF IFAS Forages

Thank you!

mwallau@ufl.edu
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