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A matter of choices

M A RCE LO WALLAU 
F O R A G E EXTEN S IO N SPECI AL IS T
A S S I S T A N T PRO FES S OR
U F  A G R O N OM Y DEPART MEN T

Ona, FL, June 7 th , 2021 

Importance of variety selection 

and resources available

What should I plant?
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Outline
Importance and criteria for variety selection

Resources available for decision making
◦ Variety trials
◦ EDIS publications

◦ Websites

Quick overview of current projects 
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Great genetic diversity 
within species
And the goal of  our f o rage breeding program is to 
develop materials adapted to your region and reality

Using locally-developed varieties can enhance 
chances of  success, resilience against local 
challenges (and supports our breeding program)
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Why variety choice is important?
Chosing the right material for your operation 
◦ Grow what is adapted to your conditions 
◦ What better fist your needs

◦ What better fist your management style
◦ Level of invesitiment 
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Many different species can be grown in Florida, and many 
different varieties are available for each species
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First management practices against pests and diseases

Florida’s environment is prone to many pests and diseases! Affect production, quality and use 

What am I planting? 
Things that don’t grow 
here

15-way mixes

Something is going to 
grow

8

Seed quality
Cultivar value

Pure and viable seeds

Contaminants

Coating
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Seed is too expensive…
Cocker 227 vs. Legend 567 oat

1 0

$18/50 lb bag $25/50 lb bag39% more

$36/A $50/A

5100 lb/A 6900 lb/A
45% more

2200 lb/A in Jan 3200 lb/A in Jan45% more

Pure viable seeds
% pure seeds (by weight) x % germination

1 1

46% x 80% = 0.368

Target seeding rate = 20 lb/A  0.368

54.3 lb/A

Weeds
Main concern with brown bag seeds

Pensacola bahiagrass seeds – issues with brunswickgrass
◦ Restricted noxious weed in AL and GA

◦ Not a major issue with Argentine (seed size)

It pays off buying certified seeds! 

1 2

Main issue with brownbag seeds

• Unknown precedence

• Unknown quality

• Unknown contaminants 
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Corn and Sorghum

1 3

Corn and 
Sorghum 
hybrids
Partnership with multiple seed 
companies

◦ Experiment in Citra, FL,

◦ 2 planting dates, spring and 
summer, under irrigation

◦ Data since 2008 

In 2021

◦ 51 corn hybrids

◦ 42 sorghum and sorghum-sudan
hybrids

1 4

https :/ /animal.ifas .ufl.edu/extens ion/courses/cs fd/

Dr. Diwakar Vyas

Before deciding on what corn to 
plant… 
Information on 
◦ Productivity
◦ Nutritive value

◦ Milk production per ton of silage and per acre

◦ Disease incidence 

Other information for decision making (from 
companies)
◦ Main traits of each hybrid 

◦ Seed treatment available
◦ Cost of seed 

1 5
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Company Hybrid
Relative  
maturity Total Production 

Estimated silage 
production (35% 

DM)
Milk production 

per ton 
Milk production 

per acre  Disease score

lb DM/A Ton silage /A lb milk/ton silage lb milk/A

Syngenta NK1808 3111 117 21780 * 31.1* 3414 36781* .

Local Seed LC1506 VT2P 118 17583 25.1 3723 * 32766* 1.4

Phoenix 7402A4 116 20368 * 29.1* 3207 32679* 1.1

Phoenix 6507A3 117 17491 25.0 3711 * 32472* 2.1*

Dyna-Gro D55VC80 115 17639 25.2 3675 * 32427* 1.5

Phoenix 6542A4 115 20107 * 28.7* 3169 31906* 1.3

AgraTech 1024VIP 17419 24.9 3643 * 31785* 1.1

Dyna-Gro D58SS65 118 18962 27.1 3328 31557* 1.0

Croplan Genetics S5700 118 18793 26.8 3356 31541* 1.3

MorCorn MC 4725 116 19108 27.3* 3243 30994* 1.6

Dekalb DKC69-99 TRECEPTA 119 18797 26.8 3263 30676* 0.9

Syngenta NK1573-5222 116 16659 23.8 3678 * 30674* 1.3

AgraTech 908VIP 17239 24.6 3548 * 30532* 0.9

MorCorn MC 4255 117 16638 23.8 3648 * 30401* 1.2

Example from 2020 Spring Corn trial

1 7

Company H ybrid NEl TD N CP IVTD M D 30 Starch WSC AD F aND F dND F30 ND FD 30
M cal/lb 
D M

-------------------------- ----- ----- % D M  ------------------------------ ----- % ND F

Syngenta NK1808 3111 0.71 74.8 9.0 76.8 * 29.5 * 6.3 22.4 43.0 23.0 53.5 *
Local Seed LC1506 VT2P 0.76 * 77.7 * 9.6 * 79.3 * 31.2 * 5.5 20.2 38.8 20.7 53.3 *
Phoenix 7402A4 0.68 71.8 7.5 74.6 27.4 * 5.2 26.1 47.4 25.0 53.0 *
Phoenix 6507A3 0.75 * 77.9 * 7.8 78.0 * 33.6 * 5.1 21.2 40.8 21.4 52.6 *
Dyna-G ro D55VC80 0.74 * 78.0 * 9.8 * 77.7 * 28.3 * 6.2 21.4 41.3 20.2 48.9
Phoenix 6542A4 0.67 70.8 6.5 75.3 30.3 * 4.4 26.2 45.9 23.8 52.1 *
AgraTech 1024VIP 0.74 * 77.4 * 8.3 76.6 * 28.2 * 6.3 24.0 43.6 23.6 54.2 *
Dyna-G ro D58SS65 0.70 72.8 8.0 76.4 * 30.6 * 5.3 22.5 42.2 20.4 48.4
Croplan G enetics S5700 0.70 73.7 8.0 76.2 * 31.0 * 5.1 23.1 42.4 20.7 48.9
MorCorn MC 4725 0.68 72.0 7.7 75.2 26.8 5.3 24.9 45.9 22.4 48.7

Dekalb
DKC69-99 
TRECEPTA 0.69 72.2 6.8 73.8 28.7 * 4.5 25.3 46.2 22.2 48.0

Syngenta NK1573-5222 0.75 * 77.8 * 9.9 * 75.8 * 27.4 * 6.3 22.7 42.6 21.4 50.3
AgraTech 908VIP 0.73 * 76.2 * 8.3 74.5 24.3 6.9 26.0 46.7 24.0 51.5 *
MorCorn MC 4255 0.74 * 77.2 * 8.2 78.8 * 31.7 * 5.8 20.4 40.4 21.0 52.1 *

Example from 2020 Spring Corn trial
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2 0

Company H ybrid Total Production 

Estimated 
s ilage 

production 
(35% DM)

Milk 
production 

per ton 
Milk production 

per acre 

Disease 

score Lodging score

lb DM/A Ton s ilage / A

lb milk/ ton 
s ilage lb milk/A

Alta Seeds ADV F7232 10030n.s . 14.3n.s . 2290 11466n.s . 1.9 0

Alta Seeds ADV F8322 9721 13.9 2392 11515 2.3* 0

DynaG ro F72FS05 10267 14.7 2715 * 13885 2.0 0

DynaG ro F74FS23 BMR 6697 9.6 2410 7931 1.1 1.75*

DynaG ro F74FS72 BMR 10205 14.6 2299 11714 2.4* 0

DynaG ro F75FS13 9324 13.3 2213 10381 1.4 0

DynaG ro Super Sile 20 7949 11.4 2484 9174 2.4* 0

DynaG ro Super Sile 30 11257 16.1 2919 * 16720 2.8* 0

MOJO Seed Enterprises OPAL 10781 15.4 2240 12125 1.9 0

Sorghum Partners NK300 9795 14.0 2450 11927 2.3* 0

Sorghum Partners SP3904 BD BMR 9182 13.1 2360 10753 1.8 0

Sorghum Partners SP3905 BD BMR 7824 11.2 3238 * 12700 1.4 0

Sorghum Partners SS405 9035 12.9 2800 * 12746 2.8* 0

Mean Mean 9390 13.4 2524 11772 2.0 0.13

SE SE 1206 1.7 205 1996 0.2 0.07

2 1

How to access?
https://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/courses/csfd/
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Other 
information 
available

2 2

Presentations on multiple 
topics related to silage 

production  

Cool Season forages
2 4

Cool-season variety 
recommendation list
Multi-state effort on variety 
testing – Coordinated by 
UGA 

Marianna and Citra; 
Gainesville (ryegrass)

Updated EDIS publication 
yearly

2 5

Drs. Ann Blount, Kevin Kenworthy and Ali Babar
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https://swvt.uga.edu/

Cool season demonstration and 
variety trial 
5 dairies in North-Central Florida

Multiple county demonstration sites throughout the state

2 7

2019-2020 Cool-Season Forage 

Variety Trials

Sponsored by:
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Bermudagrass

3 0

Bermudagrass
Two new varieties released – Mislevy 2000 and Newell
◦ Still limited plating material available  

◦ Nurseries being established in various regions 

◦ Current working with USDA – Tifton for new releases 

3 1

Drs. Esteban Rios and Joao Vendramini
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3 2

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AA200

3 3

T85 286 Newell

60 days after planting 

3 4
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Bermudagrass stem maggot 
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Bahiagrass

I NF ORM AT I ON ON VA RIE T Y AVAI LABLE ON 

“RE CE NT ” RE LE A SE S UF  RI ATA A ND T I FQU I CK

NI NE  NE W  T E T RA PLOI D LI NE S BE ING  T ES TE D 
UND E R G RA Z I NG 

3 6

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ag342

Drs. Esteban Rios, Lynn Sollenberger, Kevin Kenworthy and Fredy Altpeter

Credits: Mark Mauldin 

Differences between bahiagrass cultivars
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UF Riata – extended 
growing season and 

more productive 

Tifton 9 – higher 
productivity 

3 9
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Bahiagrass herbage production on Florida Panhandle
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Cultivar

Herbage accumulation (lb./acre)

Year

2010 2011

Argentine 5710 b 3836 a

Pensacola 5264 c 3033 c

Tifton 9 6156 ab 3301 c

UF Riata 6245 a 3569 b

A d apted from Vendramini et al.  (2013) .

Bahiagrass herbage production in South Florida (low N) 

Below-average rainfall in May

Limpograss

2 recent releases –
Gibtuck and Kenhy

4 2

Dr. Ken Quesenberry

Herbage accumulation

4 3
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4 4

Change in limpograss cover/weed freq. after 2 
yr grazing

-65

-45

-25

-5

15

35

10 4F 1 F 32 34

Ch
an

ge
 in

 %
 u

ni
ts

Entry

Limpograss cover Weed frequency

a a
ab

bc
c

d

a
a

bbb

b

Kenhy Gibtuck

4 5

Entry 32 Gibtuck

Baling limpograss planting material

4 6
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Check our resources
UF Forage Team Facebook and Instagram

https://www.facebook.com/UFForageTeam

https://www.instagram.com/uf.forages/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q
pH_jeLGBPA&t=66s

2019-2020 UF/IFAS Cool-Season 
Forages Variety Updates UF IFAS Forages

4 9

Thank you!

mwallau@ufl.edu


