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Wild Pig (Sus scrofa)

Synonyms: wild hog, feral
hog, wild boar, feral swine

Adults 75-250 1bs

Sexually dimorphic

Invasive species
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Feral Swine Populations 2021
By County

First introduced in 1539

Many subsequent
introductions

USA has >5 million wild pigs

b TX, CA, FL, and HI largest
populations

FL has > 500,000 wild pigs

Wild pig ecology

High reproductive rate

One pregnant wild pig could result
in if all
of her offspring all breed.

This assumes onl

-7 piglets per litter and one litter per year!

Wild pig ecology

Social animals (sounders)

Diet and habitat generalist

but need access to water

but hard mast and roots
and tubers are important




Wild pig ecology

Home range size .
Sounder - 370 acres ﬁ’
Solitary male — 740 acres

Variable based on:

Landcover, food resources, sounder size
. . . — OtHome Range
Impacts wild pig density pray i W.Core Ares

Predators of wild pigs
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Are wild pigs present on my land?
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nage wild pigs?
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Why ma
ek Positive impacts
Hunting opportunities

- generate income
- cultural heritage

12-2021 17:18:55

Negative impacts
Agricultural damage
Ecosystem damage

Disease transmission

11-12-2021 17:18:55

Agricultural damage
> $1.5 billion a year in the US

Crop damage via
consumption is a major issue
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Agricultural damage

> $1.5 billion a year in the US

Crop damage via
consumption is a major issue

Rooting damage can impact
pastures and subsequently
livestock production

Rooting damage
Wild pigs turn over soil in search of food items

Rooting can decrease value of Florida rangelands,
including forage grasses (Bankovich et al. 2016)

Improved Pasture

)

Apri3May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apri4




5/11/2022

Rooting can decrease value of Florida rangelands,
including forage grasses (Bankovich et al. 2016)

. |Native Grasses
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The cost of rooting to livestock production (Bankovich et al. 2016)

Improved Pasture Calf Production Ibs/acre Calf Value $/acre Cost of rooting $/acre
0

Not Rooted 137.5 $354.01
2% Rooted 136.3 $350.89 $3.12
10% Rooted 131.5 $338.43 $15.58

20% Rooted 125.4 $322.85 $31.15

Semi-native Pasture
Not Rooted 16.5 $42.48 0
3% Rooted 15.2 $39.17 $3.31
20% Rooted 14.5 $37.38 $5.10

30% Rooted @ $34.83 E

Rooting damage
Also impacts native ecosystems

Disturbing the soil modifies soil
chemistry and nutrients

Destroys native vegetation

Alters species composition

Carolina red root

Gateway for invasive plants




Organic N and C, SO,, and Ca?
were 2-11 times higher

E. coli concentrations
were 40 times higher

Wild pig presence
impacts water quality
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Competition with native wildlife

Competltlo with native wildlife

Competition for hard mast
white-tailed deer, turkey, squirrels

could limit seedling establishment

Competition for hard mast
white-tailed deer, turkey, squirrels

could limit seedling establishment

Competition at game feeders

Destroy food plots
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Opportunistic predation on native wildlife

Invertebrates more commonly consumed
than vertebrates

Sensitive species and habitats

Opportumstlc predation on native wildlife

Invertebrates more commonly consumed
than vertebrates

Sensitive species and habitats

Predation on eggs and young

Turkey, Quail _ .

Sea turtle

08108110 ©252AM Turtle

Impacts: Disease Transmission

Bacterial diseases:
Brucellosis

Leptospirosis
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Impacts: Disease Transmission

Bacterial diseases:
Brucellosis

Leptospirosis
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Impacts: Disease Transmission

Bacterial diseases:
Brucellosis
Leptospirosis

Pseudorabies
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Impacts: Disease Transmission

African Swine Fever Bacterial diseases:

Brucellosis
Leptospirosis
Pseudorabies

African Swine Fever
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How do we manage wild pigs?
M".ﬁ Lethal Removal

To slow population growth,
you need to remove 70% of the
wild pigs annually

You should aim to remove an
entire sounder

Techniques that focus on single
individuals are ineffective and
potentially counterproductive

28

Why whole sounder trapping is needed

Proportion culled =20% Proportion culled =50%
Random culling Sounder-based culling Sounder-based culling
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Whole Sounder Trapping

1) Identify areas of high use

10



Whole Sounder Trapping

1) Identify areas of high use

2) Appropriate timing

Whole Sounder Trapping

1) Identify areas of high use
2) Appropriate timing
3) Pre-bait

Common wild pig baits

Dry or fermented corn

Vegetable or produce scraps, Molasses

Gelatin powder, Commercial attractants

Whole Sounder Trapping

1) Identify areas of high use
2) Appropriate timing

3) Pre-bait

Monitor wild pig activity with trail cameras

count number of pigs in the sounder

5/11/2022

11



Whole Sounder Trapping
: e 1) Identify areas of high use
2) Appropriate timing
3) Pre-bait
4) Effective trap design

Drop nets and suspended traps
were more effective than non-
remote activated corral traps

34

1) Identify areas of high use

2) Appropriate timing
3) Pre-bait

4) Effective trap design
5) Bait within trap

Whole Sounder Trapping

1) Identify areas of high use
2) Appropriate timing

3) Pre-bait

4) Effective trap design

5) Bait within trap

6) Monitor traps

“"“ Wait until pigs are accustomed
to trap before making active

5/11/2022
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Whole Sounder Trapping
1
2) Appropriate timing
3) Pre-bait

4) Effective trap design

~

Identify areas of high use

5) Bait within trap
6) Monitor traps

7) Patience and persistence

Whole Sounder Trapping

_ Humane trapping and removal

= Wild pigs are invasive; however,
they still register pain and stress.

Check traps at least once a day
= when they are active and place
¢ traps somewhere with shade

Whole Sounder Trapping

Humane trapping and removal
Wild pigs should be euthanized

A = S8
\\ */ } - b g quickly. Most effective and humane
X / = {//Z method is with a shot through the
e s A8
? . i S { skull.
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Additional web-based resources

USDA atiost e speces formation Cnter

‘Wild Boar

Coming soon

Upcoming resources:
Wild pig regulations in Florida

Hannah Fox, Hance Ellington, Florida Feral Hog
Working Group

Wild pigs in Florida: ecology and management

Hannah Fox, Bethany Wight, Hance Ellington

. Thank you!

Upcoming projects:
Barriers that rural residents and livestock
producers face in implementing effective
wild pig management

Bri Ryver, Nia Morales, Martin Main,
Samantha Wisely, Hance Ellington

Be on the lookout for wild pig management
extension programming and research from the
Rangeland Wildlife Ecology Lab later this
year.
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