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1st identified in Senepol (a 
composite)

There are now 6 different 
types of mutated prolactin 
receptors that cause 
shorter hair

Holstein cattle in Puerto 
Rico have type 1, it is not 
known how that gene was 
introduced or persisted
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Phenotype: Shorter hair, especially on the head, poll, neck and withers. 
Wrinkles on the head (similar to a Senepol). 
Gene is dominant, so physical characteristics are the same for homozygous 
and heterozygous animals.  
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WHERE IS IT MOST 
EFFECTIVE?
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Milk Production

Reproduction

Improve Bulls

WHAT’S NEXT? 
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These bulls are the result of 35+ years of breeding. Genetic insertion will speed up this process and 
allow bulls to be produced that can compete with today’s net merit standards. 
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Colleen Larson
Regional Dairy Extension Agent, UF IFAS
cclarson@ufl.edu
(352)494-4336
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